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News from the STA Mass 

communities: 

 

7:15 Daily Mass: This daily Mass 
has regular attendance of 25-30 
persons.   

 

7:30 Sunday Mass:  This early 
Mass is popular with folks who 
like to get an early start on their 
Sunday activities. 

 

8:45 Sunday Mass: The Eke 
Family Choir is composed of John 
and Lani Eke, their three daugh-
ters, Michelle, Natalia, and Maria, 
and now that he’s old enough, 
their son………. 

 
10:30 Sunday Mass:  Bass sing-
ers are needed for the commu-
nity choir.  See choir director 
Paul Prochaska after Mass.  
 
12:00 Sunday Mass:  The St. 
Ann Choir will present the tradi-
tional Tenebrae service on 
Wednesday of Holy Week at St. 
Ann Chapel (March 27, 8 pm). 
 
12:15 Daily Mass: Downtown 
workers are frequently in atten-
dance at this Mass. 

Monthly Meeting:  
2nd Thursday of the month  
 

Next regular Site meeting: 
Thursday, March 14, 2013  
7:30 pm, Thomas House Library 
 

Agenda (tentative): 
• Homeless policies 

• Kitchen issues 

• Furnishings for library 

• PSC representative term 

Monthly newsletter: 
Sunday before 2nd Thursday 

Editor: Kay Williams, 650-328-
2781, kaywill@pacbell.net 

STA Site 

Committee plans: 

Steeple Talk 

Newsletter  o f  the St .  Thomas Aquinas Church Si te  Committee 

Heiri Schuppiser and Joel Gold-
berg, professional social worker 
and psychologist respectively, 
employed by a local agency to 
help the homeless find housing 
and social services, met with 
nearly 30 STA parishioners on 
March 7 in the Thomas House 
basement hall.   

Prompted by Thomas House ten-
ant and neighbors’ complaints 
about the noise and disruptive 
night time behavior of the three 
gentlemen who have been shel-
tering on the front porch of the 
church through the cold winter 
months, the Site Committee in-

In and around the Thomas House:      
 
 
. 

Taizé prayer at STA 

March 14:  
 

Engage in this meditative 
prayer here, 7:00 - 8:00 
pm, March 14. 
 

What is unique to the 
prayer of Taizé is the adap-
tation of the repetitive form 
to simple musical lines and 
core biblical texts that can 
be sung by a whole assem-
bly.  Silence is perhaps the 
second most important as-
pect of this particular 
prayer practice.  

The unhoused among us: 

tally ill or a substance 
abuser before he/she be-
comes homeless, he or she 
will become so after two 
years on the street.  De-
pression is common, and 
all illnesses are exacer-
bated by street living—
PTSD, schizophrenia, bi-
polar disorder.  Many 
homeless persons are an-
gry and disconnected from 
any spiritual center, but 

(Continued on page 2) 

vited Heiri and Joel to come 
back and guide us to devise 
the best strategies for helping 
the fellows and accommodat-
ing the neighbors and the 
church community.   
 

Heiri has been working in 
Santa Clara County, including 
Palo Alto, for 15 years and 
knows the gentlemen on our 
porch.  He confirmed the fact 
that there are homeless folks 
camping on the grounds of 
every church near downtown 
Palo Alto.  Because the City of 
Palo Alto has been pushed by 
merchants to enforce laws 
against loitering, homeless 
persons have been seeking 
shelter on church properties.  
Coupled with the closing of 
local SRO hotels over the past 
couple of years (Craig Hotel, 
Casa Olga), the result has been 
what is happening on our front 
porch.  Joel pointed out if an 
individual is not already men-

Feb. 24, Thomas House: Thomas Merton Center Vice-
Chair Vicki Sullivan cuts cake celebrating STA Site 
volunteers for successful renovation of Thomas House. 

Needs at Thomas House: 
A small side table would be 
useful in the Library. 
 

Jan Dedek is building 

again:  The foyer in the 
Thomas House will be get-
ting a set of built-in shelves 
under a long mirror soon, 
thanks to Jan Dedek, our 
master craftsman.  Helen 
Baumann had the mirror; Jan 
is framing it and building 
more shelves to provide 
space for more books for the 
Library, which is spreading 
all over the main floor! 
 

Joel Goldberg & Heiri Schuppiser 



New sound system in the church: 
  

Judy Foley, chair of the Interior Commit-

tee, reports that the new sound system 

inside the church is being installed this 

week and next.  After that we will be 

working on the lighting.  Lighting is 

more involved, as it has to be planned in 

conjunction with the overall visual de-

sign for the church interior.  The start 

time for that is a few months out.  But 

with the sound enhancements working, 

we should all notice an improvement in 

how we hear the readings, homilies, and 

music. 

 

Need for funding for handicapped 

access to Thomas House basement 

hall: 

The STA Site Committee is committed to 

making the Thomas House basement hall 

accessible to all. It is painfully clear that 

more and more members of the STA 

Mission Statement: The Site Committee for St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church works to encourage 

community-building within our six individual Mass 

communities, among our Mass communities, and 

within the larger parish community.  We do this 

by enhancing our liturgies, exercising responsible 

stewardship of our facilities, and working to im-

prove communications at all levels of our parish 

community. 

Site committee meetings are (usually) held the 2nd 

Thursday of the month in the Library of the Thomas 

House. All are welcome, but if you cannot attend, send 

questions or suggestions to Kay Williams, 328-2781, 

kaywill@pacbell.net. 
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From the church steps: 

Parish pathways: 

community find it increasingly difficult to 

negotiate the stairs down to the hall.  We 

have the lovely long ramp in the back up to 

the main floor of the house, but the base-

ment hall is the only space in the house 

large enough for groups of 25 or more to 

meet.   

 

Dick Freeman has done thorough research 

on the feasibility and costs of installing a 

chair lift: for approximately $13,000 a very 

nice chair lift would serve the purpose.  

What we need is one direct gift of $13,000 

(or a combination of smaller gifts, of 

course) to bring us immediately to our 

goal—a slick chair lift that brings a person 

down the stairs and around the corner to 

the ground floor safely and comfortably.—

and then back up again. Contact Helen 

Baumann at 650-327-9236, 

hbbaumann@aol.com, or Kay Williams at 

650-328-2781, kaywill@pacbell.net, if you 

can help make this happen. 

(Unhoused, continued from page 1) 

underneath the bravado and addictions,  

they are frightened and want to be safe. 
Getting a homeless person to agree to 
go through the bureaucratic hoops to 
qualify for subsidized housing is a long 
process. 
 

Much more was discussed at the meet-
ing about the problems of alcohol and 
drug addiction among the unhoused, 
setting firm limits, giving clear options 
for behavior standards so the individ-
ual can choose, being consistent and 
fair in dealings with troubled persons, 
involving the local police, expecting 
the individuals to “meet you halfway”, 
looking him/her in the eye when com-
municating, giving respect and expect-
ing respect in return. 
 

Several strategies to address the imme-
diate concerns were presented and a 
consensus developed around three 
steps, which the Site Committee will 
implement after consultation with Fr. 
Matt and parish staff.   —Kay Williams 

the best corned beef and cabbage 
dinner you'll find anywhere -- 
with all the trimmings, including 
genuine Irish soda bread.  Guin-
ness, beer, and wine will be avail-
able at the No Host bar.  Tickets 
available after all Masses this 
weekend or at the parish office. 
 

Always a sell-out, so get your 
places early!  Ready to volunteer?  
Contact co-organizer Joe Kin-
sella:  650-364-3705. 
 

Hotel de Zink sign-ups: 

St. Thomas Parish will be bring-
ing food for the homeless at the 
Church of Christ on Middlefield 
Rd. from April 15-30. Ruth Chip-
pendale will be signing folks after 
Mass this month.  Please check 
your April calendar and see what 
day would be convenient for you 
to help. Or call Ruth at 856 6350. 
Hotel de Zink is a homeless shel-
ter program run by InnVision; it 
rotates between 12 area churches, 
each housing 12-17 people for 
one month. Our parish assists by 
providing meals. 

Spirituality Tuesday Assembly: 
March 12, 7-8:30 p.m. at St. Al-

bert’s Hospitality Center: 

“Medical Ethics: End of Life Is-
sues” with Fr. Gerald D. Coleman, 
S.S., of St. Patrick Seminary and 
University. 
 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner tick-

ets available this week: 
Support 
the Irish 
traditions 
of the par-
ish 
through 
this eve-
ning of 
welcom-
ing hospi-
tality and 
wide fun 

on Sat. March 16 at St. Elizabeth 
Seton School auditorium, 1093 
Channing Ave, PA, from 6:00 - 
8:00 pm., $15 adults; $5 children 
up to 12.  Your ticket buys you a 
spirited program of live Irish mu-
sic, dancing, and song as well as 

Helen Baumann and Joe Kinsella  
sell St. Pat’s dinner tickets. 


